     Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
 *Hymn -             “Since Jesus Came into My Heart”          Page 515

*Benediction                                                        

        May God be your comfort, your strength; God be your hope and support; 

        God be your light and your way; and the blessing of God, Creator, 
        Redeemer, and Giver of life, remain with you now and forever.  Amen.
         
 L:  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            


P:  Response: “And also with you.”                               



L:   “Go now in peace.”                                                  
      *Extinguishing of candles


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today October 23th the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
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                               October 23, 2022
     Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard
         Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                              Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
October 23, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Sue Faust                                 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:  We gather in Your house, Lord, humbly and with
      prayerful hearts.

P:  For each of us has gone astray in our own way before
      God.
L:  Yet in Christ each of us is lovingly welcomed in God’s 
      house.
P:  Then let us not judge each other; instead let us extend God’s grace.
L:   For in God’s grace alone are we made clean, that none 
       should boast.
      ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!

      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -               “Praise Him! Praise Him!”              Page 106          
*Invocation  (In Unison)                                        
Lord God, we realize that your presence is always with us.  But our everyday activities crowd in on us and we don’t often think about you.  We have come here today so we can pray without interruption, so we can meditate without distraction, so we can listen to your Word without interference.  Help us to direct our minds and souls, we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

             Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
                            Psalm 84:1-7   (Responsively)    
            How lovely is Your tabernacle,
            O Lord of hosts!
           My soul longs, yes, even faints
            for the courts of the Lord;
            My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.
                     Even the sparrow has found a home,
             and the swallow a nest for herself,
             Where she may lay her young—
             even Your altars, O Lord of hosts,
             My King and my God.
                      Blessed are those who dwell in Your house;
            they will still be praising You. 
                      Blessed is the man whose strength is in You,
            Whose heart is set on pilgrimage.
            As they pass through the Valley of] Baca,
           they make it a spring;
           The rain also covers it with pools.
    They go from strength to strength;
         Each one appears before God in Zion.
      Epistle Lesson:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18             Theresa Miller
                                Pages 284 - 285 pew bible

         Hymn -        “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”           Page 463 
 Gospel Lesson:  Luke 18:9-14  (pg 109) pew bible   Pastor Kris
Message:             “O Lord, It’s Hard to be Humble”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
                    *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Carl Miller; *Dave Novinger, (Home);  Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Sophia/Ben/Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Glen Hale; Shirley Seiler; Betty Feger; Jen Sung;  J. S. Miller; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop;  Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders & Family; Baby Caleb Welcomer; Lynda Comfort Homet; Toni Carren;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler; Arletta Thomas, (Polk Personal Care, Rm. 206, 301 N. St., Millersburg, PA 17061)
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
Oct. 23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
                                Pastor Shawn Bentley - guest speaker  

PASTOR KRIS ON VACATION:  Pastor will be away from October 24th thru 30th.  If you need assistance Rev Gail Boyer will be taking pastoral calls at office - (717) 362-9522 or cellphone - (717) 644-3830. 

CELEBRATION: There will be a Special Service on Sunday, November 6th (during the morning worship) to celebrate 50 years in our church building! Please plan to attend this special event.  .  There will be a coffee social and fellowship time after the service.  Look for  more details in upcoming bulletins and in the November newsletter.
LAY READERS: Oct. 23 - Theresa Miller; Oct. 30 -Bridget Campbell.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Oct. 30 - Marie Herb.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS: We will no longer offer Giant Gift cards for sale.  The extra work they were causing outweighed the benefits.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Invocation:

Lord God, we realize that you presence is always with us.  But our everyday activities crowd in on us and we don’t often think about you.  We have come here today so we can pray without interruption, so we can meditate without distraction, so we can listen to your Word without interference.  Help us to direct our minds and souls, we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Scripture:
Psalm 84:1-7



II Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18



Luke 18:9-14
“O Lord, It’s Hard to be Humble”


You wouldn’t think that it would be all that difficult – that is – to be humble.


We were all formed from the same dust of the earth, by the same Creator.  Basically, our bodies are pretty much the same.  We all get sick, we all need to eat, all of us are lonely at times, everyone has insecurities and fears, we are all sinners, and we’re all going to get old.  We are all basically the same, and yet, it is hard for us to realize and accept that we—ourselves—are no better than anyone else.  And that lesson is probably more difficult to grasp when we were younger and immature and self-centered.


I remember when I was in 10th grade, I tried out for cheerleading.  I wanted to be a cheerleader so bad.  I think it was the outfit and the pompoms that I like most.  Hey look at me in my cute little outfit.  


Well I practiced the cheers and I put my all in it.  I felt pretty confident in myself.  I thought I had a much better chance of making it than my girl friends because I was peppy and I could jump much higher than them.  But when it came time for the tryouts, I went through all the cheers and I jumped really high and I was so full of energy.  Yip, I was so peppy that I finished about 5 – 10 seconds ahead of everyone else, which seemed like eternity.  I may have had energy and could jump high, but the truth is, I was uncoordinated and hyper.  Can you imagine being too hyper to be a cheerleader.  I went home from school that day and my mother asked me how it went, and I burst into tears and ran up to my room.  I heard my older sister say to my mother, “Well my little sister just found out today that she’s not so perfect.  I think I had many lessons before and after that experience, but it was a hard lesson to learn and it took a while for me to realize how imperfect I really was.  As a natter a fact I am still learning.


When did you first find out that you were not perfect?  When did you first realize that you needed a Savior?  


So often we have to be humble by something outside ourselves before we’re able to be humble.  It’s hard to be humbled.


Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves and thought they were better than others.  He says, “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people:  thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 


Someone once said: “There are only two kinds of people in this world – there are those who wake up in the morning and say, “Good morning, Lord,” and then there are those who wake up in the morning and say, “Good Lord, it’s morning “There are only two kinds of people in this world…”


Marlo Thomas looks at these two kinds of people a little differently.  She explains that the two kinds of people in this world are “the givers and the takers. The takers may eat better,” she explains. “But the givers sleep better.”


On the surface, the parable in Luke this morning seems to affirm this view that there are two kinds of people in this world: those who are like the Pharisee and those who are like the tax collector.


At the beginning of our passage, we see Jesus telling this parable to a group of people “who trust in themselves that they are righteous and who regard others with contempt.” In the parable, the Pharisee and the tax collector both go to the temple to pray. When the Pharisee sees the tax collector, he thanks God that he is not like other people: he is not like the thieves, the liars, the adulterers, or even that tax collector who is praying in the temple over there. He goes on bragging about how he does not just fast during High Holy Days, but he fasts twice a week and he gives away way more money than what is required of him.  The tax collector – on the other hand – can’t even look up to heaven. Completely repentant, he beats his breast and cries out to God: “Be merciful to me, a sinner!”


What happens in this parable is what many of us might expect would happen. We are so accustomed to hearing that the Pharisees are self-righteous and judgmental of others. We even sometimes refer to other Christians as being like the 
Pharisees when they are being legalistic or hypocritical. And when we think of the tax collectors, we usually think about how they were corrupt and about how Jesus welcomed them – even though they were considered to be extreme outsiders by the faith community. And so it is not a surprise to us that Jesus finishes his parable by explaining that it is the tax collector who goes to his home justified rather than the Pharisee…


 “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled,” Jesus concludes, “but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
The message we are supposed to take away from this parable seems to be quite obvious. There are two kinds of people in this world: those who are humble like the tax collector, and those who are prideful, hypocritical, and judgmental like the Pharisee. 


There are two kinds of people in this world: the good and the bad.  Tax collector = good. Pharisee = bad.  Don’t be like the Pharisee.  Be like the tax collector.  End of sermon. Amen. You can all go home now.


And this is a fairly easy sermon to hear and to accept.  Because, let’s just face it: it’s pretty easy to point out those self-righteous, prideful, and judgmental “Pharisees” we see around us.  While we might not have come right out and said this directly to God, haven’t there been times when we have at least looked around and thought to ourselves, how thankful we are that we are not like those other people over there?  


And as we think about these things, haven’t we also patted ourselves on our backs.  I am welcoming, I don’t judge others.  I am involved in church and in my community.  I give my money to charity and do acts of service.  In other words, there are two kinds of people in this world, and I am one of them.  And when we start patting ourselves on the back and say these things, aren’t we doing the very same thing that the Pharisees were doing in Jesus’ parable in the first place?


“For all who exalt themselves will be humbled,” Jesus says, “but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”


No, this parable is not quite as straightforward or as easy to hear as we might have hoped.  And the thing is, there is a lot more to the stories of the Pharisee and the tax collector than what we may have first assumed.


You see, too often we give the Pharisees a bad rap. While they were not perfect and definitely made some mistakes, even pretty big ones at times, for the most part, the Pharisees tried to do the best they could.  They cared about their faith, and they took it seriously. And they also actually cared deeply about their faith community and everyone in their faith community. They advocated for an established free, universal Jewish education system that was accessible for all – even the average everyday person. Sure, there were some Pharisees whose intentions and actions were not so great or even downright wrong. But this is the case when we look at every group of people. For the most part, the Pharisees meant well and were doing the best they could.


On the other hand, the tax collectors were considered outsiders and were excluded from the Jewish community.  And we have to understand that the Jewish people had very good reasons for their dislike toward them. You see, many of the tax collectors were Jews who were collaborating with the despised Roman Empire.  The Jewish community viewed these tax collectors as traitors, who chose to help the oppressive government rather than fight it. Additionally, the tax collectors’ salaries were very high, which was quite a low blow to the Jewish community, who knew that the tax collectors were gaining their wealth off the backs of fellow Jews. And to make matters even worse, it was fairly common knowledge that many of the tax collectors cheated the people they collected from – including those who were most vulnerable in society. They often took more money than they needed to take and kept the extra money for themselves.  And yet, Jesus welcomed tax collectors, dined with them, forgave them, and offered them new life. And here in this parable, we see a completely repentant tax collector going home justified.


So, let’s just say, there is a little more to the story than we might have originally assumed.


And as we start to wonder where we might fit into this parable, maybe we need to reshape the way we think about this parable. Maybe the question we should be asking ourselves is not: which of the two people might we be? But rather, maybe the question we should be asking is:
when do we see ourselves as the Pharisee and 
when do we see ourselves as the tax collector, with all the complexities that make up their stories?

Maybe there is just one type of person in this world: human. Maybe – as humans we are both Pharisee and tax collector.  Both created good and in God’s image, and yet fallen at the same time.  Maybe we are – as Martin Luther explained it – “simultaneously sinner and saint.” 

And maybe, while this is all true: each one of us – no matter how great a sinner and no matter how big our mistakes – is a beloved child of God, with the ability to be redeemed and transformed, by the grace of God through Jesus Christ.


We have been granted this incredible gift of grace. And that grace is ours when we come to realize that we are not so perfect and we need a savior.  

Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:
Eternal God, we thank you for your loving and faithful presence with us.  Grant us the strength of trust to hold on and to believe that even when we suffer, and even when the way seems unclear and uncertain, you are still near and your love will never let us go.   You indeed will go before us and level the mountains of concern, and trouble and heartbreak and fear.  When we face times that are overwhelming and confusing, help us to seek your guidance to hold fast to your promises and to stay open to new opportunities for service and growth.


O God, we pray today for those who are suffering.  We also pray this morning for those who are ill and for those who are recovering from recent procedures.  We pray for those who are hurting and confused, and anxious, for those who are depressed and grieving, and feeling helpless and hopeless.  Touch all with your amazing grace.  Enfold us in your limitless love and lead us to a place that brings us toward wholeness and trust.  Help us to live up to the high ideals of our faith as we seek to be followers of Jesus every day.

And finally, O God, be with us in our individual lives and our personal walks of faith and be with us as we seek to be a community of faith here at the Valleys.

God, you are the hopes of those who know you, love you, and serve you.  Enable us this week to live by faith, to walk in love and compassion, and to serve you and our world with gladness.  We pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

May God be your comfort, your strength; God be your hope and support; God be your light and your way; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life, remain with you now and forever.  Amen.
